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"Each Child is a New OQutpost":

Pronatalism in European
Housing Policies in a Long View

The presentation will examine the long-term trends in policy-making aimed
at improving the housing conditions of families with children by drawing
on a unique leximetric damabase covering 120 years of legisladon in
seven European countries. The talk will explore how political ideologies,
shifting political priorities and path dependencies. have shaped policy-

making in this area through an analysis of the variation in the type of TUESdaY’. NOVembEr I 2

measures, Housing policies for families with children have largely

focused on increasing the birth rate by targeting large families and -

promoting home ownership, and have been sitvated within a broader 4 = 6 Pm n R20|
conservative discourse surrounding the reinforcement of institutions of

the family and private property. as well as nationalist fears of being

cutnumbered by rival nations or ethnic minorities. Some countries, At the Jﬂhn = KEnﬂEd}’ Institute
however, have maintined more egalitarian approaches across regime LansstraBe 7-9. 14195 Berlin
changes. :

Bence Kovdts is a Research Fellow at the Centre for Economic and Regional
Studies (Hungary). His research featuring comparative approoches focuses on
the political ecanomy of housing and historical continuities in policy making.




